First Church of Christ, Congregational in East Haddam

TIDINGS
Reverend Gale Grayson

July/August 2019

A Message From Pastor Gale

Celebrate!
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth. Psalm 100:1
“Celebrate good times, come on…!!!” Sure enough, as that well-seasoned Kool and the
Gang song poured out, my grand-nephew started to lift his tiny feet and sway back and
forth. We swirled around the kitchen as he giggled and squealed. Toddlers know dancin’ music when they hear it. There’s no doubt in my mind that this generation will find a way to
make a joyful noise in spite of the kill-joy sounds and voices that pervade our world today.
We need to celebrate whenever we can, however we can. It is important to do so because
celebration is one way to experience the common good together. The rights of passage –
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birthdays, graduations, weddings, and funerals – are all occasions to
remember and lift up the dignity of individuals. Each person has an entrance, a purposeful existence (which may or may not be tied to graduations and weddings), and exit. In other words, each person has his
or her story, one that is imbedded in the lives and the larger parade of
history that has come before and will continue after that one life.
These celebrations, then, offer the opportunity to reflect upon how
our larger story plays out and when and where we spot evidence of
kindness, goodness, and love. As pastor, I have the delight of hearing
about and sharing in the stories of your lives and of our lives together,
part of the body of Christ.
Recently, we have had several joy-making occasions during our postservice fellowship, including a puppy shower! What a fabulous outpouring of affection for a church family member and his new addition,
(cont’d om pg 3)
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Food Bank Notice!
Please check expiration dates on
your non-perishables. The Food
Bank does not accept out-dated
food!
July 7th-August 31st– efundraiser,
See page 8
July 13th– Quilt Raffle Tickets go
on sale. See page 4
August 13th-VBS Scavenger Night.
See page 7
August 16th-Summer Coffee HouseSee page 4
August 23rd-25th–Quilt Raffle Ticket Booth at Chester Fair. See page 4
August 30th-September 2nd-Quilt
Raffle Ticket Booth at Haddam Neck
Fair. See page 4
August 31st– Cemetery Clean-up
Day, 9am-11am. See page 5
September 7th-Venture Smith Day.
See page 6

July
1—Anita Hayn
7—Joan Osalza
13-Don Osalza
15-Audra Lisowicz
17-Nicholas Lombardo
19-Laura Fitzpatrick-Nager
22-Betty Haines
27-Debbie Tajmajer
30-George Mitchell

August
1—Larry Fraser
3—Jon Hughes
6 –Stan Conover
17-Alan Ponanski
18-Dave Tajmajer
31-Bob Ballek

August
4—Bob & Elise Czaja
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(cont’d from page 1)

a little wiggly bundle of happiness. The “dirt” cake was so authentic, we all had to live as puppies
for a few moments and “dig in.”
Another recent celebration was our Rainbow Sunday, a time filled with color as we celebrated the
birthday of the Christian church, our being an Open and Affirming church, and the beginning of
Pride month for our LGBTQ friends. It was fun and interesting during this Pentecost service to hear
various folks offer a welcome in different languages. We received warm words spoken in Spanish,
Japanese, Chinese, and German.
As part of your summer celebration, please plan to join us for the special Coffee House on August
16 The details are inside this issue. Also, celebrate God and this astounding and abundant gift of
life by joining us for Sunday worship at 10am!
th

Blessings to abound,

Pastor Gale

Presentation of our Open and Affirming Certificate

On May 25th, Our Regional Minister, The Reverend Mary Nelson presented our pastor,
The Reverend Gale Grayson, with our ONA certificate and well wishes from the
Connecticut Conference. It was a great start to Pride Month.
A Rainbow Sunday followed during coffee hour.
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Summer Coffeehouse
Our Annual Summer Coffee House is scheduled for August 16th at 6:30 pm. It's a fun evening of
entertainment and will be held in the Fellowship Hall.
There is always a variety of performers and anyone can participate. Students are
welcome as well as amateur or professional adults.
Come and sing, play your instrument or even read poetry.
Contact Margaret Charney at 860-537-3323 or
email at monkeywrench52@sbcglobal.net

Quilt Show Raffle
This year’s Raffle Quilt is called Midnight Reflections. It was machine pieced and hand quilted by Betty Haines.
The Quilt Raffle tickets will go on sale July
13th. They are selling for $1.00 each. Ticket books have ten tickets, so take a book to sell
to your family & friends.

We will be at various locations around the area
selling tickets. We have reserved a space at the
Chester Fair, August 23rd-25th and plan to be at
the Haddam Neck Fair, August 30th-September 2nd (Labor Day Weekend). These
are fun opportunities to volunteer and help raise money for our church. There
will be sign-up sheets in the Fellowship Hall. Pick a date and place that works for
you!
The Quilt Show is always looking for unique and new items to display. If you are a
quilter or needle artist, or have these treasures made by others, please consider
loaning them for display at the show.
The Exhibitor applications will be mailed in late July, so contact Margaret Charney to be on the list, 860-537-3323 or email; monkeywrench52@sbcglobal.net.
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First Church Cemetery News
Cemetery Clean-up Day: Scheduled for Saturday August
31st, 9am-11am.
Venture Smith Day 2018 is Saturday, September 7th, 14pm.
Dr. Karl Stofko will do an overview of the afternoon and introductions.
We will be unveiling a life size wooden statue of Venture Smith by sculptor
Weymouth Eustis of Chester.
Speakers;
Maisa Tisdale will talk about Little Liberia in Bridgeport, Connecticut.
Rep. Bobby Gibson will tell us about the House Bill that mandated that African
American History be taught in public schools.
Liz Wood and Beth Moore from the Stonington Historical Society will speak about
Venture’s homestead on Bain Island.
There will be family displays of photos and artifacts left at the grave, Venture Smith
genealogy chart and the fabulous quilts by “Sisters in Stitches Joined by the Cloth”.
Copies of Venture’s Narrative will be on sale by the East Haddam Historical Society.
This is a wonderful event! We normally host 40-60 people!
Andrea Pascal and Kathy Sewell will organize the refreshments. Please contact
them if you can bake or provide finger foods.

Tuesday Quilters
We continue to meet on Tuesday mornings to make items
for the next Fair season and Quilt show boutique.
We sew from 9:30am—noon.
Contact Margaret Charney at 860-537-3323
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“Welcome” is a word we use a lot at first Church. We start each Sunday worship with a greeting that goes something like this: ”No matter who you are, no
matter where you are on life’s journey, whom you love, or what you wonder
about, you are welcome here.” We are proud of the covenant that, with the following words, earned us the right to call ourselves an Open and Affirming church
within the UCC: This community of faith is an open and affirming congregation
who seeks to welcome all persons, including those of all races, ethnicities, ages,
sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, family structures, faith
backgrounds, abilities and economic circumstances.”
Your Board of Member Services is constantly looking for ways to extend that
welcome out into our community, especially to people who are new in town. We
have put together a letter that starts with these words: Dear Newcomer to East
Haddam, welcome to our community. We are glad you are here.” II goes on to
describe a bit of our history, our pastor, our services, and our community outreach programs, our contact information, and especially how very welcome they
would be as part of our church family.
We send this letter to folks identified in town records as having recently become property owners, but we would like your help to send this welcome even
more far and wide. Do you know someone, whether new to town or not, who
might be in search of a warm and friendly church home or enjoy becoming part
of a friendly, supportive church family? Please just give us a nod, a name, and
an address, and we will send our welcome letter to them. Let’s work together to
spread the words…and deeds…of welcome.
Board Members
Sue Merrow
Heather Vigue
Barbara Bernard
Kathy Sewell
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Vacation Bible School Scavenger Hunt Night
There will be a change in VBS this year. Because of scheduling problems, we are having a one night of fun for kids.

We Need Your Help!
On Tuesday, August 13th from 5:00pm-7:30pm, we will be holding a
Noah’s Ark Scavenger Hunt. Supper will be provided, there will be stories, music and of course a scavenger hunt.
We need people to make supper and/serve. We need a cleanup crew.
Do you have any zoo/farm play animals that you are willing to part
with? Pairs of animals would be great! We will need people to hide the
animals for the scavenger hunt. Would you like to read a story or know
of a game? Please see Myra Brandt.

Registration required! Bring your kids, Grandkids,
tell your neighbors to bring their kids! All are welcome and it’s free!
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efundraiser
First Church will be starting an efundraiser through MCM Fundraising with whom
we do our Butter Braids and Cookie Dough
fundraiser. This is an easy fundraiser. You
give your friends the website to go to, they
order, they pay MCM, then MCM will ship it to them! You don't
have to sell a thing, just connect everyone you know through social media, texting, or email and tell your friends, families and neighbors about the
efundraiser and then MCM will do the rest of the work. The best part is that First
Church will earn 40% of ALL sales! This efundraiser starts on July 7 and goes to
August 31.
We Can Enjoy the Benefits of E-Fundraising with MCM and our Simply Shipped
Collection!
Maximize your efforts and increase your sales with online purchasing, credit
card payment, and utilization of social media networks and texting! This
means increased participation and automatic reminders - saving you time and
making you the most money! Earn up to 50% profit!
These are the products we will be selling:
Simply Shipped Collection includes;
*Beef Jerky (Teriyaki, Peppered and Original)
*Sports Diamond Vortex Tumblers (Patriots, Yankees and Red Sox)
*one Paisley Tritan Tumbler
*Coffee ( 4 Pack, Singles (Breakfast Blend, Rainforest Alliance, Snickerkicker, Columbian, French Vanilla or Hazelnut) or Single Serve Cups (Breakfast Blend k cups
or Nicaragua k cups)
*Mini Baked Cookies (Hershey Chocolate Chip and Reese’s Peanut Butter)
*Popcorn ( 3 Pack or 1 Gal Tins of Caramel, Choc Peanut Butter, Dark Chocolate, Sweet & Salty and White Cheddar Cheese).
Please see our demo at https://my.mcmfundraising.com for more information.
So, in order to sign up and help First Church, I will need your e-mail address or
you can use the one above and it will get processed as if I made the sale but
all of the sales will benefit First Church.
All profits go directly to the Fundraising budget line to help First Church to pay it's
fuel, electric bills. To help bridge the gap in our budget for 2019-2020. As with our
Butter Braid fundraiser, this takes a lot of people to make it successful. Your help is
greatly appreciated and needed to help support First Church's daily needs.
If you have any questions please call me, Kathy Boyce (860)873-1830
or cbkbtb@sbcglobal.net, or see me during coffee hour and I will be glad to answer
any of your questions.
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News from the Knitting ministry.
Dear knitters, The knitting ministry is a booming success! We are close to making 2,000 shawls! Please help us get there as we are in need of prayer shawls!
So if you knit, want to learn how or know someone who likes to knit, we meet
the third Wednesday of each month at 7 PM in the room directly behind the
sanctuary. We would love to see you there! Come for good conversation ,prayer,
knitting and fellowship!
We have the yarn and needles.
If you are unable to attend meetings but are willing to knit, please contact Myra
Brandt for more information and yarn at myrabrandt3@gmail.com.

The Prayer Chain is one of the Ministries of First Church. If you would like
to pray with this group, there is a sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.
Prayers for The Ibbotson Family for the loss of their son/grandson.
For more information
please contact Barbara Bernard at barbarabernard@sbcglobal.net or call
860-705-8842.
God is still listening to our prayers
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From The Sanctuary Committee
Summer is upon us! Please bring
your garden flowers to share during
worship.

July/August 2019

The East Haddam Fuel Bank
The next Fifth Sunday for Fuel is September
29th.
Look for the pink envelopes.
For more information about the East Haddam Fuel bank, contact Karl Stofko, manager
and treasurer.

If you have questions about the Sanctuary
Committee, see Holly Coleman or Kathy
Sewell.

The East Haddam Clothing Bank
The East Haddam Clothing Bank is located
on the lower level of the church. You may
enter through the back entrance.
The hours for April-December are
2:30pm-5:30pm the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of
the month. You may drop off your clean,
gently used clothing during these hours.
As there isn't any storage space available,
they ask that you bring seasonal clothing
only.
Note: The East Haddam Clothing Bank is
run by the town. We just give it a home.
Any questions or concerns about the
clothing bank should be directed to the town office.

The Monday Morning Guys
The Monday Morning Guys are a group of gentlemen who love this church and lovingly
maintain it. Their numbers are getting smaller
and they need some new blood!
Are you retired?
Do you work 2nd or 3rd shift?
Do you have a couple of hours on Monday mornings?
If you answered “yes” to one or more of these
questions, call one of the gentlemen named
below;
Larry Fraser, Don Messmer, Roy Butler,
Joe Dawson
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Join Our Online
Mailing List
If you would like to receive The Tidings on line, please email me at
contact@firstchurcheh.org,
Attention Kathy for Tidings in the
subject line. I will add or subtract
you from the Tidings email list.
If you would like to see what is happening
you can go to our website to view the calendar and it is posted just outside the Fellowship Hall.
You can contact me at
schleppsister35@gmail.com.
The deadline for the September/October
2019 Tidings is October 15, 2019.
This is a good advertising tool for any
events coming up!
Blessings,
Kathy Sewell

Our email has changed!
Please note that the general church email
address has changed
to
contact@firstchurcheh.org

Our mailing list is never shared or sold. We may, however,
occasionally pass along an offer from affiliated organizations that we think you may be interested in.

Read the Tidings on our
Website!
Tidings is available to read on our
website and our events calendar is,
also, posted. firstchurcheh.org.

First Church of Christ, Congregational
499 Town St
PO Box 445
East Haddam, CT 06423

Tidings
July/august
2019

Lectionary Series
July

August

7– 2 Kings 5:1-14
Ps 16:5-9

4– Col 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21

14-Luke 10:25-37
Ps 82

11-Gen 15:1-6
Heb 11:1-3, 8-16

21– Luke 10:38-42
Ps 25:1-10

18– Isa 5:1-7 & Ps
80:1-2, 8-19
Heb 11:29-12:2

28-Luke 11:1-13
Ps 85

25-Ps 103:1-8
Luke 13:10-17

Contact us
Minister
Rev. Gale Grayson
860-837-4606
revgalegrayson@gmail.com
Church Office Phone Number
860-873-9084 (Leave message)
Chair of Deacons
Lydia Sherman
lydgeosherm@aol.com
Tidings Editor
Kathy Sewell
schleppsister35@gmail.com
Church Email address (Best way to contact us)
contact@firstchurcheh.org
Church Website
firstchurcheh.org
Like us on facebook

facebook.com/fccceh

