First Church of Christ, Congregational in East Haddam

TIDINGS
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A Message From Pastor Gale
Bulbs, Buildings, and Blessings
In the Bulb There is…
A New Beginning! As we gaze upon the beauty of tulips, daffodils, and hyacinths and drink
in the sweet fragrance of Easter lilies, let us recall that the Resurrection promises a vitality
and strength that we yearn for. We are witnesses to and participants in the miracle of life
everlasting. We breathe blessings into the world with each word and act that is pleasing to
God.
A bulb is a reflection of God’s humor. From a non-descript lump in the cold spring ground,
comes a delightful explosion of color, form, and fragrance that fills the world with beauty
and joy. The bulb is a microcosm of that mysterious metamorphosis from hidden promise to
revealed grace. As the Natalie Sleeth hymn puts it,
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In the bulb there is a flower, in the seed an apple tree;
in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!
In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be,
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.
Nature, with its ever-predictable cycle of seasons, provides day by day
surprises. The times of our lives are like this as well. We are born; we
work; we play; we return to dust. Still, we have days of inspiration,
creativity, productivity, and heroism. We sometimes surprise even
ourselves with an individual or group contribution which adds to the
wonder and splendor of creation. Our worship is one of the ways we
participate in the awesome celebration of creation.
Another way in which we participate in the blessings of abundant life
is through the generous sharing of our Meetinghouse facilities with
the greater community. First Church has been a landmark and
(cont’d on pg 3)
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MAY
May 4 & 11– 9am-noon Tag Sale
Drop off Days. Help is needed!
Contact Karan Conover.
May 10, noon-6pm, May 11,
9am-4pm, May 12, 11am-1pm.
Mother’s Day Flower Sale.
See page 4 for more information.
May 15, 16,17 Tag Sale set-up
days. Time to be determined.
May 18-8am-2pm Tag Sale.
See page 4 for more information.
May 19-Children’s Day during
Worship.

JUNE
June 1– 2pm, Memorial Service
and Reception for Emitt Cancryn.
See page 5 for more information.
June 13-7pm, First Church Cemetery Association Annual Meeting.
See page 5 for more information.

MAY
18– Barbara Hughes
21– Paul Gerth
24– Sue Freeman
JUNE
2– Bob Cumming, Elise
Czaja
9– Molly Freeman
12– Martha McCormick
16– Becky Sewell Kowalczyk
19– Erin Bernard
29– Emma Sewell

June 26– Kathy & Chuck
Boyce
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(cont’d from page 1)

gathering place for hundreds of years and continues to serve as a place for Sunday worship, weddings, funerals, support groups, dance lessons, and artistic and historical events such as the Quilt
Show and Venture Smith Day.
Please, continue to look for and support our Restoration Committee as they lead the effort to refresh and preserve this historical and architectural treasure for a future generation.

Also, celebrate spring and the gift of life by joining us for Sunday worship at 10am!
Blessings to abound,

Pastor Gale

Good Friday Cross Walk
People of all ages came to walk the annual Good Friday Cross Walk of East
Haddam/Moodus.
They started their day off at St. Bridget's Church to hear Father Frank Gilbert lead them in the '7 Benefits from The Cross'. He gave them blessings for
safe travels and off they went to the Moodus Green.
Joe Serra gave an in-depth idea of how deep the tomb was.
Then they walked to Moodus United Methodist Church where Myra Brandt
spoke and they lifted the members of this Church up in prayer.
After walking up hill, the next stop was at Chestelm Adult Day Services
where Rev. Alicia Leslie from the Spirit of Unity Church, an online Church,
spoke to them about 'Salvation'.
After moving down the road to First Church of Christ, Chris Caron gave a
scriptural reading about 'Forgiveness'.
Pastor Victoria Triano from Christ Community Church then gave them hope
for 'Redemption'.
After a downhill walk to the St. Stephen's
Church, Rev. Adam Yates spoke about our
'Living and Risen Savior'. Maryann McCary
played the organ and the walkers sang 'Were
You There'. After which time the members of St.
Steve's served homemade soup and bread to
nourish the participants bodies after they had
nourished their souls throughout their pilgrimage.
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First Church Flower Sale for Mother’s Day
The First Church of Christ Congregational of East Haddam will host its Annual Mother’s Day Flower Sale,
rain or shine, on May 10, May 11, and on May12 on the front steps of the
church, 499 Town Street, East Haddam.
Beautiful, hanging baskets of various flowers will be sold for $16
each, or three for $45. Cash and check accepted. Geraniums, petunias,
New Guinea impatiens and mixed baskets are among the varieties expected to be available. Moms are guaranteed to be delighted!
The sale will run from 2 to 6 p.m. Friday May 10, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, May 11 and from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday, May 12. All proceeds benefit First Church, its ministry and missions.

Help is needed to unload plants on Friday Morning and to cover some
of the sales hours. If you are available and would like to help (and get first
choice of flowers) please contact Susan Kinsman at 860-873-1918 or
sekinsman161@comcast.net.

Annual Tag Sale and Bazaar
Mark your calendars for First Church of Christ, Congregational, 499 Town
St (Rte. 151), East Haddam, Annual Tag Sale & Bazaar on Sat. May 18,
2019 from 8 AM to 2 PM. Rain or Shine. Come shop for tag sale treasures, delicious baked sale items and enjoy a hot dog or hamburger for
lunch, enter our Silent Auction and 50/50 Raffle.
Donate gently used items (no electronics or exercise equipment) –
drop off Sat. May 4th and May 11th 9AM - 12 Noon. Rent a
Space! Just $25 for a generous spot. To reserve a space, email
Karan at
Karancon@yahoo.com or
call 860-873-9084 and
leave a message.
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First Church Cemetery News
Our new grounds sexton is Anthony Valentino of Moodus. Welcome aboard!
Our main sign is back up again with new clips to keep the wind from knocking it off.
Repairs to the door of the cemetery shed and office will need to be completed this
spring. Volunteers welcome.
The Annual Meeting of the First Church Cemetery Association, Inc. will be held on
Thursday, June 13, 2019 at 7pm, in the Parish Hall. Officers and Board Members take
note. All are welcome to attend.
The Cemetery superintendent will be away on vacation the last 2 weeks in June.
Karl P. Stofko, president and superintendent

Memorial Service for Emitt Cancryn
Emitt Cancryn, formerly of East Haddam, passed away in DeLand, Florida, on December 29th, 2018 at age 88 following a year-long battle with leukemia. He and his
wife Justine were members of the church from 1995 to 2004.
Emitt served on the Music Committee and was one of the Monday Morning Guys.
Justine was our church secretary for 12 years. Emitt performed in many of the
church's talent shows and greatly enjoyed the social life of the church and all the
folks he met there.
Besides his wife of 35 years, he leaves behind 3 children, 2 stepchildren, their
spouses, 13 grandchildren, a brother, nieces and nephews and many cherished
friends.
A Memorial Service will be held at First Church on Saturday, June 1 at 2pm.
Memorial donations can be given to the church in his name for their restoration
fund.

Emitt with Bob Porter

Emitt
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STEWARDSHIP WRAP UP
When we began our 2019-2020 stewardship campaign in January, the ground was frozen and covered with ice and
snow. Now green grass and daffodils are busting out all over
and reassuring us once again that life goes on here on our little
corner of the planet. At First Church, life goes on because so
many of you not only give so much but take the time to put that generosity
in the form of a pledge of support. It is only these pledges that the hardworking volunteers who build the budget for next year can count as income when they make the hard decisions about how to move forward as a
church community. There is so much going on at First Church just now – a
major restoration project is underway on top of the day-to-day challenges of
keeping the lights on, the faith growing, and the love going out into the community. Stewardship, and the pledge process it involves, is all about how we
keep renewing the life of our church each year – like spring. Even when we
face challenges like the restoration project, your pledges of stewardship are
so important to keep us going and growing.
So how did we do? We received 39 Pledges, 12 of which were increased
from last year. But we are still several thousand dollars below our last year’s
final tally, and 86.3% of the way to our aspirational goal. If you meant to
pledge but didn’t get to it, or if you have never pledged, it is not too late. It
will mean so much to the budget-makers, who will begin their work in the
next few weeks, if you will fill out that pledge form, help us reach our goal,
and keep those springs coming to First Church. Just ask Sue Merrow or Kathy
Sewell for a pledge form. Thank you!

Tuesday Quilters
We continue to meet on Tuesday mornings to make items
for the next Fair season and Quilt show boutique.
We sew from 9:30am—noon.
Contact Margaret Charney at 860-537-3323
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Restoration Open House
Report by Susan Kinsman, Chair of Trustees
The fund to restore the historic Meetinghouse of First Church of Christ
Congregational of East Haddam received a $3,500 boost Thursday with a
generous donation by Anita Ballek, East Haddam community and business leader and honorary chairman of the restoration committee.
Mrs. Ballek made the presentation to church leaders during a community open house which
drew approximately 50 people to learn about the work needed to restore the 1794
Meetinghouse, the 1904 Parish Hall and 2002 office wing. Repairs are estimated at more
than $800,000.
Mrs. Ballek, Dr. Karl Stofko, historian for the town and the church, the Rev. Gale Grayson and
preservation architect Tom Gribbin of Noyes-Vogt Architects of Chester spoke during the 90minute program, which included a power point presentation showing the condition of the
roof, windows, paint and steeple of the church buildings.
“I can feel the spirit of so many people who worshipped here and who worked to build this
place with such loving hands,” said Mrs. Ballek, whose ancestor, Nicholas Ackley came to
East Haddam to form a colony and a Congregational church. He built the first meetinghouse
in 1690. Today’s building is the third meetinghouse for the First Ecclesiastical Society.
“This was the meetinghouse for both Tories and Patriots. They came together. I hope we can
pull together the gumption and strength necessary to keep this building for future generations”, Mrs. Ballek said.
Her gift, presented to First Church Moderator Alan Ponanski, represents the first installment
toward a $10,000 contribution to the restoration effort. First Church has set up separate
bank accounts for restoration contributions to keep them separate from church operating
funds. The operating budget is funded by annual pledges by church members and friends
and from specified fundraising activities.
Restoration contributions will be used on repair or construction projects identified in the architect’s condition assessment report, or discovered during repair work. Eligible expenses
include preparation of bid specifications, labor, materials and project management.
While letters of intent and grant applications are being submitted to help offset the cost, all
will require matching funds raised by the congregation.
Dr. Stofko noted that architect and master builder Lavius Fillmore drew inspiration from the
work of prominent English architects James Gibbs and Sir Christopher Wren in designing the
First Church Meetinghouse in what is now called “Federal Style.”
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(Cont’d from page 7)

The interior vaulted arches and central dome to amplify acoustics were derived from Wren’s
St. Stephen Walbrook Church in London. Unique to Fillmore’s Meetinghouse design are the
flouted columns, called Lotus leaf, with square stacked entablatures atop the columns and
the iron strap hinges and latches forged by Joseph Warner of Hadlyme, Dr. Stofko said.

Interested in following the restoration effort? Send an email to contact@firstchurcheh.org to
be added to the restoration mailing list or check the website www.firstchurcheh.org; and Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/fccceh.
Interested in contributing? Donations can be made by check payable to First Church of Christ
with “Restoration Fund” in the memo line through electronic bill pay or mailed to 499 Town
Street, P.O. Box 445, East Haddam, CT 06423.
“We are also looking for all kinds of professional and volunteer assistance, suggestions and
recommendations as this project will take several years and the time and talent of many
people,” Ponanski said.
All contributions are appreciated and will be acknowledged.

Anita Ballek presenting her gift to Alan Ponanski, Moderator of First Church.
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News from the Knitting ministry.
Dear knitters, The knitting ministry is a booming success! We are close to making 2,000 shawls! Please help us get there as we are in need of prayer shawls!
So if you knit, want to learn how or know someone who likes to knit, we meet
the third Wednesday of each month at 7 PM in the room directly behind the
sanctuary. We would love to see you there! Come for good conversation ,prayer,
knitting and fellowship!
We have the yarn and needles.
If you are unable to attend meetings but are willing to knit, please contact Myra
Brandt for more information and yarn at myrabrandt3@gmail.com.

The Prayer Chain is one of the Ministries of First Church. If you would like
to pray with this group, there is a sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.
Beginning this month, names will be removed every 2 months or so. If you
want someone to stay on the Prayer Chain, you need to notify Barbara
monthly.
For more information
please contact Barbara Bernard at barbarabernard@sbcglobal.net or call
860-705-8842.
God is still listening to our prayers
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From The Sanctuary Committee
Summer is upon us! Please bring
your garden flowers to share during
worship.
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The East Haddam Fuel Bank
Balance …………Jan.1, 2019…..$14,259.45
Income…………………………………$ 2,391.04
Disbursements to 17
needy local families………………$ 5,100.00
Balance…………..April 6, 2019…$11,550.49

The next Fifth Sunday for Fuel is June 30th.
Look for the pink envelopes.
For more information about the East HadIf you have questions about the Sanctuary dam Fuel bank, contact Karl Stofko, manager
and treasurer.
Committee, see Holly Coleman or Kathy
Sewell.

The East Haddam Clothing Bank
The East Haddam Clothing Bank is located
on the lower level of the church. You may
enter through the back entrance.
The hours for April-December are
2:30pm-5:30pm the 1st & 3rd Tuesday of
the month. You may drop off your clean,
gently used clothing during these hours.
As there isn't any storage space available,
they ask that you bring seasonal clothing
only.
Note: The East Haddam Clothing Bank is
run by the town. We just give it a home.
Any questions or concerns about the
clothing bank should be directed to the town office.

The Monday Morning Guys
The Monday Morning Guys are a group of gentlemen who love this church and lovingly
maintain it. Their numbers are getting smaller
and they need some new blood!
Are you retired?
Do you work 2nd or 3rd shift?
Do you have a couple of hours on Monday mornings?
If you answered “yes” to one or more of these
questions, call one of the gentlemen named
below;
Larry Fraser, Don Messmer, Roy Butler,
Joe Dawson
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Join Our Online
Mailing List

If you would like to see what is happening
you can go to our website to view the calendar and it is posted just outside the Fellowship Hall.
You can contact me at
schleppsister35@gmail.com.
The deadline for the July/August 2019
Tidings is June 15, 2019.
This is a good advertising tool for any
events coming up!
Blessings,
Kathy Sewell

Our email has changed!
Please note that the general church email
address has changed
to
contact@firstchurcheh.org

If you would like to receive The Tidings on line, please email me at
contact@firstchurcheh.org,
Attention Kathy for Tidings in the
subject line. I will add or subtract
you from the Tidings email list.
Our mailing list is never shared or sold. We may, however,
occasionally pass along an offer from affiliated organizations that we think you may be interested in.

Read the Tidings on our
Website!
Tidings is available to read on our
website and our events calendar is,
also, posted. firstchurcheh.org.

First Church of Christ, Congregational
499 Town St
PO Box 445
East Haddam, CT 06423

Tidings
May/june
2019

Lectionary Series
May

June

5- Psalm 23
John 21:14-19

2- Psalm 97
John 17:20-26

12– Acts 9:36-43
John 10:22-30

9- Acts 2:1-21
John 14:8-17, (25-27)

19– Acts 11:1-18
Rev 21:1-6

16– Prov 8:1-4, 22-31
John 16:12-15

26– Acts 16:9-15
John 14:23-29

23– 1 Kings 19:1-4,
(5-7), 8-15a
Psalm 42 & 43
Luke 8:26-39
30– Gal 5:1, 13-25
Luke 9:51-62

Contact us
Minister
Rev. Gale Grayson
860-837-4606
revgalegrayson@gmail.com
Church Office Phone Number
860-873-9084 (Leave message)
Chair of Deacons
Lydia Sherman
lydgeosherm@aol.com
Tidings Editor
Kathy Sewell
schleppsister35@gmail.com
Church Email address (Best way to contact us)
contact@firstchurcheh.org
Church Website
firstchurcheh.org
Like us on facebook

facebook.com/fccceh

