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A LETTER FROM LAURA
The earth is your grandmother and mother,
And she is sacred. Every step that is taken upon her should be as a prayer.
Black Elk, Ogala Sioux Lakota

Walking through the early spring garden on the grounds of the Florence Griswold Museum, it’s startling to see the purple bearded iris already pushing its
way up through the soil. A front yard cherry tree finds its bloom, too, and
sprinkles the pathway with pink petals. It’s happening again. The bounty and
promises of spring are all around us.

As veteran farmer and church member, Anita Ballek, advised at our recent Fellowship Forum during Earth Week, “creation just seeks to grow in abundance
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, wherever it can.” All we need to do is feed and care for
our earth, air and water in healthy ways. In addition to
composting, Anita recommended organic strategies to
make the garden grow and “whatever you do, grow your
own lettuce!”
Along with our local commitments toward greater creation care, it is inspiring to learn of how our world is coming together on this crucial issue. Just last week at the
United Nations, world leaders from 175 countries signed
the historic promise to reduce carbon emissions. We can
all cross boundaries to work together for the sake of all
God’s children and creatures.
As the creation stories in Genesis 1 and 2 remind us, our
kinship with the earth and one another is deeply rooted in
the garden where “God saw that is was good.” This pivotal
moment we are living and praying in beckons us to new
commitments and fresh eyes. Thankfully, at First Church,
we are very “green” already but more can always be done.
(cont’d pg 4)
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Birthdays
FORMER STUDENTS CELEBRATE
LEIGHTON RAND PHRANER’S
39 YEARS OF TEACHING IN
EAST HADDAM
-AND AS A TRIBUTE TO LEIGHTONWILL PRESENT
A MUSIC FUND BENEFIT
MUSICALE

May
7– Ruth Ciucias,
18– Barbara Hughes
21– Paul Gerth
24– Sue Freeman

FOR

First Church of Christ,
Congregational in East Haddam
499 Town St, East Haddam

SUNDAY, MAY 15th at 3:00pm
Tax-deductible free-will contributions
accepted for the Church Music Fund
Deborah Lyon will accompany For information, call Bob Cumming at 860-873
-1005

June
9– Molly Freeman
12– Martha McCormick
16– Becky Sullivan
19– Erin Bernard
29– Emma Sewell
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Mother’s Day Flower Sale
First Church will be hosting its annual Mother’s Day flower sale on Friday, May 6 from 4
p.m. to 5:30 p.m. and on Saturday, May 7, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
The 11-inch hanging baskets are $15 each with the proceeds to benefit the First Church operating fund.
Flowers anticipated to be available include geraniums, New Guinea impatiens, petunias,
fuschia and combination baskets.
These are beautiful plants being sold at a GREAT price. Please plan to stop by and buy one or
more for your mother, wife, sister, daughter or yourself! Volunteers are also needed on the
days of the sale. If you can help, please contact Susan at 860-873-1918.
Thank you for your support and to the special volunteers who are running the show this

Tag Sale
Mark your calendar for May 21st - Church Tag Sale,
Bake Sale and Family Fun Day, 8am-2pm.
This is one of our biggest fundraisers and it needs everyone's help. Inside set up will
start May 18th, but help is needed way before that. We need bakers for the bake
sale. Strong backs are needed for set up that morning and take down afterwards.
Sign up sheets are in the Fellowship Hall

Thanks, Karan Conover, Tag Sale Chair

Tag Sale Drop off!
Clean out your garage, basement, attic, or shed and bring that useable stuff to First
Church and give it a chance at a new life!
One Man’s junk is another man’s treasure!
Saturday May 7th 10am-2pm
Saturday May 14th 10am-2pm
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(cont’d from Pg 1)

Want to help us get a First Church Community garden going to grow some vegetables for the local soup kitchen? Join us in sharing your ideas, seeds and tips
for ways we can all grow greener and cleaner together.
Please join us on May 15th for our New Member Celebration during and after
worship. Come meet and welcome Charles Boynton, Noel & Rich Cherubino, Byron
& Gretchen Crozier, Bob Cumming & Leighton Phraner, Rhea & Ron DiStefano,
Todd & Lourdes Evans, and Vicki O’Hara & Jocelyn Prishwalko

Blessings All Around,

Laura

t’s Coming Sooner than you think!!!

21st ANNUAL QUILT SHOW---OCT. 8th & 9th, 2016--It's time to start planning for this year's show! We will be sending out the
Vendor/Advertiser letters in May. If you know anyone who would like to be
a vendor, contact Margaret Charney.
Betty Haines has been working all winter on this year's raffle quilt and it is another spectacular work of art! Tickets will go on sale July 9th.
We will be participating in the Chester Fair and the Haddam Neck Fair, with a booth at each
to sell boutique items and raffle tickets. Save some time in late summer to help!

Butter Braid and Cookie Dough Sale Update
The First Church had another successful year with their Butter Braid Fundraiser. It takes a lot
of people to help make it a success. Thanks to those who sold, bought and donated to Butter
Braid. To those who went above and beyond they were thanked with gift certificates to local businesses. Margaret Charney and Sharon Fritz both received a $5 gift certificate to Moodus Ice Cream Parlor. Susan Kinsman and Joan Osalza received a $10 gift certificate to Village
Pizza. And for high sales Dr. Karl Stofko received a $25 gift certificate to Nathan Hale Pharmacy. Praise and Thanks to everyone for their help. We were able to raise $1233 to go toward
our electric and fuel bill.

God Bless, Kathy B, Butter Braid Chair
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Annual Stewardship Campaign is Wrapping Up!
The Board of Membership Resources would like to thank all the members and friends who made a
pledge of support for the “Open Your Hearts” stewardship campaign for the 2016-17 budget year.
To date, 32 pledges have been made for a total of $53,946. That money will enable First Church to carry on our
church programs, outreach, ministry and maintenance. However, we are still approximately $10,000 short of our
goal. We hope that if you haven’t pledged, you will do so now to help us expand on all the good things we are doing
in the life of our church and community.
What is a pledge? A pledge is a good-faith promise of what you can contribute financially to the operation of the
church. It can be a designated amount weekly, monthly or annually.
How does it differ from my weekly offering? We are grateful for weekly tithes and offerings and that money also
helps to pay our operating expenses. But in developing our operating budget for the fiscal year, our Trustees look to
pledges as a more solid number. If you pledge the same amount that you are putting into the weekly collection, it can
be counted toward the budget goals. Trustees are required to present a balanced budget to the congregation -expenses cannot exceed anticipated revenue
Why do we pledge? First Church is wholly owned and operated by the congregation. While we are affiliated with
the United Church of Christ, the state and county denomination offices do not set our budget or contribute to our operating expenses. We have to do that on our own.
What happens if I cannot fulfill my pledge? While a pledge is a good-faith promise, life is unpredictable. If your personal circumstances should change and you cannot meet your pledge, you can contact our Financial Secretary Mike
Sewell to make an adjustment.
I am a member of First Church. Do I have to pledge? As a member of First Church, you have agreed to participate in
and support the life of our church and its ministries. That should include some level of financial support, even if you
share your time and talents in service on boards and committees or as a volunteer.
Can I pledge if I am not yet a member of First Church? Yes. Pledges are gratefully accepted from members and
friends of First church. But we encourage you to become a member because it enables you to participate in Congregational meetings, where the important decisions of our church are made.
If you have any questions about pledging, please contact a member of The Board of Membership Resources: Andrea Pascal, Kathy Sewell, Susan Kinsman and Susan Merrow. Also, mark your calendars for a May 15 Q & A about
our budget process and priorities. It will be in the fellowship hall after coffee hour.
Respectfully submitted by Susan E. Kinsman

First Church Cemetery Association, Inc. Report
The Annual Meeting of the Cemetery Association will be held in the Fellowship Hall of the church at
7:00pm on Tuesday, June 28, 2016.
Venture Smith Day
Volunteers are needed for Venture Smith day, which will be held at Venture’s gravesite, on Saturday, September 10, 2016 from 1:00 –5:00pm. We lost 2 of our most loyal volunteers this past year, Madeline
Lockard and Irv Chmura. We need carpenters and painters for the Venture Smith Historic Marker and the
Cemetery Building, young people to help repair and reset gravestones this summer and someone to take on
the job of planning the refreshments for Venture Smith Day.
See Karl Stofko if you can help out in any way. Many thanks!
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The Loving Spoonful Snack Bar has finished its thir d season ser ving our
neighbors and friends. It truly is a blessing to those we served and also for our
volunteers. This winter was milder than last year and we only had to close one
Tuesday due to snow. We found more joining us for not only for a bowl of soup,
a sandwich, cookies and a beverage but also to enjoy the friendly hospitality. We averaged 50 servings per week.
Thank you to the volunteers that made soups, chowders and chili, baked goods, donated
beverages, picked up grinders, made financial contributions and gave of their time to
serve and welcome the guests!
Once again, thank you to the great team that made this all possible.
Patti Lombardo

Music Committee Announcements
We would like to have a choir to sing on the Sundays that Lynn Rossi plays for our service. May 1st will have a solo by Bob Cumming, as not enough choir members were available. May 15th is the next opportunity, so any singers will be welcome--rehearsal is May
12th at 7pm. Please let Margaret Charney know if you can sing with the
Choir. Lynn will also play Sunday, June 12th. Our pianos are scheduled for tuning on May 3rd, in preparation for the Concert/Fundraiser
on May15th at 3pm. Be sure to put the concert on your calendars, as it
promises to be extraordinary! (See page 2 for concert details)

Quilting on Tuesdays
Quilting sessions will continue on Tuesdays from 9am-12
noon. We will be working down stairs, making items to sell at the
Chester Fair and Haddam Neck Fair. Come join the fun of sewing
and fellowship! Contact Margaret Charney for more information.

HARVEST HOUSE
Our next date to host the meal is June 5th.
The Youth Group will be cooking and serving.
Contact Patti Lombardo for information or if you would like to help.
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Prayers, Joys and Concerns
The Prayer Chain is one of the Ministries of First
Church. If you would like to pray with this group,
there is a sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall.
For more information please contact Barbara Bernard at
barbara-bernard@sbcglobal.net or call 860-7058842.
Please pray for………..
Bob and Laura Johnson, LuAnn, Marilyn, Bill, Eileen Carney, Will, Lillian Sewell, Stella, Nancy, Marie, Helen, Suzanne, Rosa, First Church, Glen Landers, Lisa, Georgianna, Beverly, Jean, Randy W, Wayne, Dorothy, Pauline, Karen Z, Patty, Liz, Baby Emma, Emitt, Patrick, Beth, Paul, Joanne, Sandy, Kim, Emma, Mike, James, Cindy, Emma's Friend, Laurie N,
Amanda, Joe, Tommy, Debi, Susan G, John, Mark, Linda, Irene, Jennifer, Robert, Glendoris,
Carol & Hank, Bates Family, A bride, Alex & Eloise Kelly Ruhe, Kenny, A Dad-Perley, Cindy,
Dominic
2015 Historian’s Report
The 2015 Historian’s Report for First Church has been compiled and is awaiting publication.
See the Church Clerk, Karan Conover, about arranging for a copy.

In the Spirit Book Club with Laura
The book selection is Take This Bread by Sara Miles.
Book discussion is Sunday May 1st following worship
Please join us! No sign up necessary!

BUDGET AND NOMINATIONS CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
June 12, 2016 following worship
Call will be posted on website and in church
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Stigma & Mercy: Prison & Re-Entry Restorative
Justice Conference
On February 20, 2016 First Congregational
Church, United Church of Christ, Guilford sponsored an all day conference called “Stigma and Mercy:
Prison and Re-Entry Restorative Justice Conference”. Rev. Laura Fitzparick Nager, Val Seaver and I, Lydia Sherman, attended this amazing conference.
The welcoming speakers were : Rev. Sandra Wiens,
Prison and Re-Entry Ministries Coordinator; Rev. Ginger
Brasher-Cunningham, Co-Pastor, First Congregational
Church, United Church of Christ, Guilford; and Representative Sean Scanlon, State Representative 98th District.
There were many informative panels discussing different aspects and challenges a person faces when they leave
prison and re-enter their community. These are the panels
and other topics we were privileged to hear:
Women on Our Own. Several women combined their life
experiences with artistic talents to share a message of perseverance, strength, and hope. They performed “In My
Shoes”- a performance piece that examines the road to
prison and back plus original pieces and tunes of the 60’s
and 70’s. A beautiful performance indeed!
Rebuilding Relationships Panel. Panelists discussed the range of
relationships which got them into trouble and brought them to a successful reentry.

Renewal and Returning Panel. Panelists discussed how relationships and partnerships help strengthen a returning person’s success.
Speaker Scott Semple, Commissioner, CT Department of Corrections. Commissioner Semple spoke on the need for communities to be a
“forgiving society”. That was all BEFORE lunch!
Art Display. The prison arts program holds classes to have inmates express
themselves through art to understand themselves and how to effectively express their
thoughts and emotions.
( cont’d on pg )
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(cont’d from pg )
Book Display. A book display was provided featuring resource materials
and titles written by some of the speakers.
Telling Our Stories. Three women of Mart’s Resettlement Home in Hartford spoke about the impact of Mart’s House. As a transititional house they
provide a safe living environment where female residents develop life
skills, increase their self esteem and reunite with their family and children.
Stigma and Mercy Panel. Panelists discussed what it means to carry the
label “felon”, the lost concept of redemption in the legal system and the
responsibility of the community to each other.
Restorative Justice Panel. Panelists discussed their creative ways of
offering paths to redemption in our communities.
The Children. Topic was in reference to the ‘Bridging Boundaries Program’ and working with children with an incarcerated parent.
The Cycle of Forgiveness and Healing. Conversation about the connection of forgiveness and healing.

This conference highlighted all the strides we have made in
the transition from incarceration to a life full of possibilities,
and how much further we still need to go.
Submitted by Lydia Sherman

Fellowship Forum
May 22nd, Fellowship Forum with Marisa Mohrer from Guilford, CT who will
share her journey to Cambodia and work in anti-human trafficking efforts. In
September, Marisa will begin an MSW in Global Human Rights at The University of Pennsylvania School of Social Policy and Practice.
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From The Sanctuary Committee
We filled the Sanctuary with 26 Easter
plants on March 27!

Board of Membership
The members of The Board of Membership
Resources are Susan Kinsman, Sue Merrow,
Andrea Pascal and Kathy Sewell.
The boards that would like more members
are Trustees, Deacons, Board of Christian Ed
and Outreach.

Please feel free to bring in flowers from your
gardens this Spring and Summer!
We would like to have flowers in church on
the 2nd Sunday of the month to honor the
birthdays/anniversaries of that month. If you
would like to bring in flowers or plants for a
special occasion see Kathy Sewell or Holly
Coleman at least one week before the event
and we will put it in the bulletin.

There are plenty of positions on all Boards
and committees. Not all of them have night
meetings.
Contact one of the people above if you are
interested on helping our church grow.
The Board will be calling
and asking for people to volunteer this Spring.

Board of Christian Outreach
We are collecting coupons for the military!
Coupons help the troops and their families everyday,
worldwide, at home and abroad. Expired coupons
can be used for several months after the expiration
date. Donate your coupons and Kathy Boyce will clip
and mail to the military.
You may leave the coupons on the table in the entryway for Kathy.
Please save those drink can tabs! Bring them in and
leave on the table in the fellowship hall. These tabs
help people who need to use the Ronald MacDonald
House. This is a great way to donate to an awesome
cause. Ronald MacDonald House does not charge
families who need them.

There are a limited number of directories
available for those who did not have their
picture taken for our directory. Contact
Kathy Sewell if you would like one.
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East Haddam Food Bank
The Board of Outreach is accepting non-perishable
food items each week. You may place your donations on the window sills of the Fellowship Hall on
Sunday morning before worship. We worship in the
Fellowship Hall in the months of January, February
and March.
Toilet paper, paper towels, cleaning supplies, toiletries, cake mixes, canned frosting and birthday
candles are always appreciated. The total weight of
foods collected, as of this writing, since the first
Sunday in Advent is 77 pounds.
Questions? Contact Karan at
karancon@yahoo.com

May/June 2016

East Haddam Fuel Bank
Balance Jan. 1, 2016 ……………………$6,270.73
Income Jan. 1, - April 26……………….$4,074.14
(of this amount, $1,106.25 was
donated by First Church through
fund raising)

Expenditures………………………………..$3,900.00
fuel for 13 local families
Balance as of April 26, 2016………….$6,445.87
Please note that the 5th Sunday for Fuel will take
place May 29, 2016. You may contribute at anytime by
sending a check made out to First Church of Christ, PO Box
445, East Haddam, CT. 06423. Please note EH Fuel Bank on
the memo line.
Karl P. Stofko, treasurer

Many Thanks for your
Generosity!

The East Haddam Clothing Bank
The East Haddam Clothing Bank is located on the lower level of the church. You
may enter through the back entrance.
The hours are ,the 1st and 3rd Tuesday
afternoons from 2:30 –5:30pm. You may
drop off your clean, gently used clothing
on the last Tuesday of the month. As
there isn't any storage space available,
they ask that you bring seasonal clothing
only.

The Monday Morning Guys
The Monday Morning Guys are a group of gentlemen who love this church and lovingly
maintain it. Their numbers are getting smaller
and they need some new blood!
Are you retired?
Do you work 2nd or 3rd shift?
Do you have a couple of hours on Monday
mornings?
If you answered “yes” to one or more of these
questions, call one of the gentlemen named
below;
Larry Fraser, Don Osalza, Don Messmer,
Roy Butler, Joe Dawson
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Join Our Online
Mailing List

I am excited to announce that we are on
the website! See the column to the right
for address.
We are not emailing the Tidings at this
time. We have a few hard copies and the
website.
You can contact me at
schleppsister35@gmail.com.

The deadline for the July/August 2016
Tidings is June 15th.

Receive (optional) subscriptions of:
weekly Word & Worship Notes, Prayer Chain
updates, and Severe Weather Alerts for worship
cancellations.


Help us save paper and reduce printing and
postage costs.
How to join?



Visit FirstChurchEH.org and enter your email
address under “Join Our Mailing List” in the
right column.



Visit our Facebook page and click on “Join
Our Mailing List.”

Scan this QR Code right now with your tablet or
smartphone.

This is a good advertising tool for any
events coming up!
Blessings, Kathy Sewell

Our email has changed!
Please note that the general church email
address has changed from
firstchurcheh@juno.com
to
contact@firstchurcheh.org

Our mailing list is never shared or sold. We may, however,
occasionally pass along an offer from affiliated organizations that we think you may be interested in.
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Happy Mother’s Day! May 8, 2016
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Father’s Day June 19, 2016
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East Haddam, CT 06423
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Lectionary Series
MAY

JUNE

1– Acts 16:9-15
John 14:23-29 or 5:1-9

5– 1 Kings 17:8-16, (1724)
Luke 7:11-17

8– Acts 16:16-34
John 17:20-26
15-Acts 2:1-21
John 14:8-17(25-27)

12-1 Kings 21:1-10, (1114), 15-21a
Luke 7:36-8:3

22-Prov 8:1-4, 22-31
John 16:12-15

19-1 Kings 19:1-4, (5-7),
8-15a
Luke 8:26-39

29-1 Kings 18:20-21, (22
-29), 30-39
Luke 7:1-10

26-2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
Luke 9:51-62

Contact us
Church Office Phone Number
860-873-9084
Our Pastor
Rev. Laura Fitzpatrick-Nager at
lfitz_nager@comcast.net
Tidings Editor
Kathy Sewell at
schleppsister35@gmail.com
Church Email address
contact@firstchurcheh.org
Church Website
firstchurcheh.org
Like us on facebook
facebook.com/fccceh

