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 In the bulb there is a flower, in the seed an apple tree; 
in cocoons, a hidden promise: butterflies will soon be free!  
In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to 

be, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see. 

 
Nature, with its ever-predictable cycle of seasons, pro-
vides day by day surprises. The times of our lives are 

like this as well. We are born; we work; we play; we re-
turn to dust. Even so, we still have days of inspiration, 

creativity, productivity, and heroism. We sometimes sur-
prise even ourselves with an individual or group contri-
bution which adds to the wonder and splendor of crea- 
                                                        (cont’d on pg 3) 

                          In the Bulb There is… 

 

A New Beginning!  As we gaze upon the beauty of tulips, daffodils, and hya-
cinths and as we drink in the sweet fragrance of Easter lilies, let us recall that 
the Resurrection promises a vitality and strength that we yearn for.  We are 
witnesses to and participants in the miracle of life everlasting. We breathe 
blessings into the world with each word and act that is pleasing to God. 

 A bulb is a reflection of God’s humor. From a non-descript lump in the cold 
spring ground, comes a delightful explosion of color, form, and fragrance that 
fills the world with beauty and joy. The bulb is a microcosm of that mysterious 
metamorphosis from hidden promise to revealed grace. As the Natalie Sleeth 
hymn puts it: 
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              March 

 3-  Val Seaver 

 4– Kathy Boyce 

     Nathaniel Kinsman 

 10– Don Messmer 

       Judy Dawson 

       Olivia Lisowicz 

 13– Michael Lacey 

 17– Joe Dawson 

 

              April 

 17– Mark Freeman 

 18– Ruth Gerth 

 22– Zachary Hughes 

                       Tag Sale Meeting  

        Wednesday, March 4th, 6:30pm 

Do you love Tag Sales? We need your input! 
The Tag Sale Committee is calling a meeting 
for Wednesday, March 4th at 6:30pm. We are 
looking for some fresh ideas for the event. We 
need to reverse the decline in attendance and 
revenue. What can we do to attract more peo-
ple? We need to reduce the number of hours 
and manpower needed for sorting, moving, 
setting up, and packing up after the event. All 
are invited to attend! Questions? Contact Patti 
Lombardo, wjpalombi@yahoo.com.  

 

            Good Friday Cross Walk 
                        April 10th, 8am 
  Everyone is welcome to come join us for our Annual 
Good Friday Cross Walk as we literally carry a Cross 
through town. We will be starting at St. Bridget's 
Church, 75 Moodus-Leesville Road, Moodus at 8 am. 
We will have 7 stops along the way. As we walk we 
will hear the 'Why Christ Had to Die' unfold before us. 
You are welcome to walk the 5 miles with frequent 
places to rest or you can drive ahead. We will have a 
person driving along with us and checking to see if 
anyone needs a ride. All ages are welcome to attend 
this very moving day. If you are so moved, you can 
carry the Cross. We will end at St. Stephen's Church,  
31 Main Street East Haddam. If you have any ques-
tions please call Kathy B at (860)873-1830.  

 

      Full Holy Week schedule is on page 9. 

mailto:wjpalombi@yahoo.com
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  (cont’d from page 1)  

 tion. 
  Our worship is one of the ways we participate in the awesome celebration of 
creation. Please, come and join us during Lent for worship in the “New Parlor” 
room which has been refreshed to feel like a chapel! Folks have been enjoying 
the cozy setting and comfortable chairs. On Palm Sunday, we plan to return to 
our beautiful sanctuary to begin observing Holy Week.  
 
 Before that return, our March calendar brings additional Lenten activities 
which provide opportunity to participate in the life of the church. We will be 
hosting the popular community event Unplugged again this year on March 6th 
at 6pm. Then on March 8th following worship we will hold Spud Sunday, a de-
licious brunch combined with some engaging exploration of our church vitali-
ty. We anticipate using information gathered at this luncheon to help in envi-
sioning our future.  See you in church!  
 
                  Blessings to abound,  
 
                              Pastor Gale 

                                        Calling All Singers! 

Rehearsals to prepare for Palm Sunday and Easter will be after church each 

week in March.  

  Lynn will be available to help on March 1st & 15th.  

 Anyone who wants to join the choir is welcome!!  

 

 

 

 

    Our Histoian, Dr. Karl Stofko, found the following in an old copy of the 

Connecticut Valley Advertiser newspaper, dated April 5, 1887, which 

read:  "The new pipe organ at First Church was exhibited to the public on 

April 1st 1887 by George H. Ryder and Co. of Boston, who built it."   
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                              2,020 Prayer Shawls in the Year 2020 
 

  On Sunday February 9, 2020 at the First Church of Christ, Congregational on Town Street in 
East Haddam the minister, Rev. Gale Grayson dedicated her sermon to the Knitting Ministry 
that reached the 2,020 Prayer Shawls knitted from the Prayer Shawl Ministry since it's incep-
tion in 2002.  
  Immediately following the worship service, the Church had a potluck luncheon where they 
acknowledged many people for their years of dedication to the Knitting Ministry. Kathy Boyce 
told the origins of the Knitting Ministry. Joanne Ashby, who came from Massachusetts for this 
special occasion, told everyone how and why she started the Knitting Ministry at First Church 
in 2002. She was the minister’s wife and felt there was a lot of things she couldn't do but said 
she knew she could help by knitting shawls for the Knitting Ministry.  
  The floor was opened up to anyone that wanted to give a testimony of how their Prayer Shawl 
helped them. Will said that he was in remission from leukemia for 5 years after receiving a 
Prayer Shawl. Most people spoke of the warmth, peace and calm that they felt when wrapping 
themselves up in their Prayer Shawls. The testimony given by many, was very moving. 
  Certificates were given posthumously to Nita Porter, whom the Prayer Shawl ministry is 
named, Joanne Roczniak and Madeline Lockard who are no longer with us but are thought of 
very fondly for their years of dedication to this ministry. Also receiving certificates were Maria 
G, from the Moodus Ice Cream Parlor, Betty Smith and Joyce Snow who were recognized for 
having knit over 200 Prayer Shawls for the Knitting Ministry even though  they are not mem-
bers of First Church.  
  We concluded with the 'Laying on of Hands' of the 2,020th Prayer Shawl knitted by First 
Church member Myra Brandt. She knitted the very first Prayer Shawl given out when this min-
istry was started in 2002. The First Church of Christ's Knitting Ministry is solely funded by do-
nations. There are too many people to name, but the Knitting Ministry would like to thank 
them all for their generous donations to keep this ministry alive. 
 

 

  

                                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Joanne Ashby telling us how she became committed to starting our Prayer Shawl Ministry. 
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                                                     Unplug East Haddam                                                                                             

Unplug East Haddam has become an annual event for EH Youth & Family Services.  The 
challenge is to go the entire day with No cell phones, video games or electronic entertain-
ment!  To assist everyone with the challenge, EHYFS has events going on town wide on 
Friday, March 6, 2020 from 6:00-8:00pm. 

Join us here at First Church for the Ice Cream Social.  In past years we’ve welcomed 
and served 100+ friends and neighbors.  Volunteers are needed to help setup (5:00pm), 
serve and cleanup. Please contact Patti Lombardo if your able to help.  wjpal-
ombi@yahoo.com  

Also Enjoy 
               Game Night at the Library  
             Bingo at the Grange 
             Disc Golf at the Municipal Building. 

 

 

                                               Loving Spoonful Snack Bar 

 The Loving Spoonful Snack Bar continues to serve our friends and neighbors each Tues-
days from 12 noon – 5:00 pm through the month of March, ending on Tuesday, 
3/31/2020.  Stop by to enjoy some fellowship and warm soup or take some soup to go for a 
neighbor or friend you’re been meaning to check in on. Volunteers are welcome for the 
morning shift 11:00-2:00 and the afternoon shift, 2:00-5:00.  Soup chefs, bakers, donations 
of beverages and monetary donations to purchase grinders are still needed each week. Sign-
up sheets will be available in the fellowship or you can contact Patti Lombardo, wjpal-
ombi@yahoo.com or evenings at 860-873-9835.   

 
Thank you for your help and support.  Together we are a blessing to our neighbors and 
friends, offering warm soup, a light snack and fellowship. 
 

      

                                                 Tuesday Quilters  

We continue to meet on Tuesday mornings to make items for the  Quilt show bou-
tique while we set up for Loving Spoonful. We will continue to meet after Loving 
Spoonful closes for the season. 
We sew from 9:30am—noon. 
                           Contact Margaret Charney at 860-537-3323 

 

 
 

        

mailto:wjpalombi@yahoo.com
mailto:wjpalombi@yahoo.com
mailto:wjpalombi@yahoo.com
mailto:wjpalombi@yahoo.com
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                                                                  Easter Memorial Flower Order Form 

 

6 in pots         _____Tulips - $9        _____Daffodils - $9         _____Lilies - $13               

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       

Addres.s. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Tel #. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

In Memory of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

In celebration of. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

 ______I will pick up my flowers after service 

  _____Please deliver my flowers to a shut-in (left over plants will be planted in the church gardens) 

Make checks payable to First Church of Christ. Easter Memorial Flowers on memo line. Last day to order is March 

29th. 

 

 

                                                                       Prayer Chain 

 
 

  The Prayer Chain is one of the Ministries of First 
Church. If you would like to pray with this group, there is 
a sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall. 
   Please note that Myra Brandt is the new Prayer 
Chain Coordinator.  
 
  Please pray for; Margaret’s niece, Molly; John’s daughter, Lisa; Lillian. 
 
                                         For more information 
             please contact Myra Brandt at myrabrandt3@gmail.com or  
                                           call 860-873-1303. 
                                   God is still listening to our prayers  
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                     Butter Braid Fundraiser Wraps up! 

 

   

 Butter Braid® Pastries are light and flaky, containing mouthwatering fillings 

like cinnamon, blueberry cream cheese and various fruit flavors. Unlike a 

dense bread, Butter Braid® Pastries are hand-braided with a sweet dough 

base containing over 25 layers of light, airy dough and 100% real butter. This 

gives the one-and-only Butter Braid® pastry its unique and incredible flavor! 

Thaw, Rise & Bake. Icing packet included. Great for breakfast, dessert or any 

special occasion. Very profitable AND exclusive to fundraising!  

 The Joyful Traditions Cake Rolls are made from scratch and are great for the 

Holidays and special occasions. The Cake Rolls are frozen so you can use 

them when it’s convenient for you. Just thaw the Cake Rolls and they are 

ready to serve! 

This year we are going to add the Cake Rolls. The flavors are Pumpkin, 

Chocolate Creme, Red Velvet or Strawberry Cheesecake!  

 

We started our fundraiser on February 16, 2020 and will end on March 16, 

2020. Pick up date will be on March 28, 2020 at 9:30 AM.  

 

If you have any questions please see Kathy Boyce or call (860)873-1830. 

Don't forget to see Kathy during coffee hour to try some of these delicious 

treats! As always, I rely on all of you to take an order sheet home with you 

and just share with your friends, families and neighbors that you are selling 

Butter Braid and it will sell itself. Butter Braid has been around for years and 

the goodness and quality of them will sell themselves. Thank you for your 

continued support for this fundraiser. All money raised goes toward helping 

First Church to pay their fuel and electric bill. 
   

    

 
 
  
 
    
 
   



                                     EAST HADDAM EMERGRNCY FUEL BANK 

                                                           REPORT FOR 2019 

                                                                 Income         Disbursements        Balance 

 Balance as of January 1, 2019                                                                   $14,259.45 

 

Liberty Bank Interest                                 $     41.58 
VFW Post 3336                                                100.00 
St. Bridget’s Ladies Guild                               100.00 
Nathan Hale Pharmacy                                  193.00 
East Haddam Senior Club                              200.00 
Hadlyme Congregational Church                 260.00 
East Haddam Garden Club                            380.00 
Franklin Academy                                            400.00 
East Haddam Business Assoc.                       725.00 
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church                    953.00 
First Church of Christ, Congregational     1,238.07 
East Haddam Community Lions                2,000.00 
30 local families and individuals               4,500.00 

 

TOTAL                                                         $11,091.65 

Disbursements of $300 for fuel for 35 
      local East Haddam families in need                                 $10,500.00 

Balance as of December 31, 2019                                                                                  $14,851.10 

 

The East Haddam Emergency Fuel Bank was established in 1977 by the East Haddam Public 
Health Nursing Board and the East Haddam Council of Churches, neither of which exist today. 
At that time, the Council of Churches consisted of 2 lay members and the clergy from First 
Church of Christ, Congregational, St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, St. Bridget of KildareR.C. 
Church, Hadlyme Congregational Church, Moodus United Methodist Church, and the Congre-
gation Rodfe Zedek. The last two have either disbanded or moved out of town.  First Church 
volunteered to act as the sponsoring charity for this fund with Dr. Karl Stofko as treasurer and 
manager and have continued in that capacity ever since. 

                                                                               Respectfully submitted, 

                                                                                Karl P. Stofko DDS, treasurer  
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                                                                                Coming in May!! 
 

                                          Mother’s Day Flower sale anD tag sale 
 
  Please see page 2 for an important meeting for the Tag Sale. 
 
                                                We need your help!! 
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                                               Join Us For Holy Week 

   

APRIL 5TH PALM SUNDAY    

10 am Service. Holy Week begins with a traditional service of Palms in the Sanctu-
ary. 

APRIL 9TH MAUNDY THURSDAY     

7 pm Tenebrae Service. There will be a traditional “Service of Shadows” including 

special music, scripture read by our Deacons, and Communion  

APRIL 10TH GOOD FRIDAY          

 8 am Good Friday Cross Walk begins at St. Bridget’s Church 
(see page 2) 

 11:30 am Seven Last Words. This is a short prayer service recalling the Last 
Words of Christ, ending in draping of the old rugged cross. 

APRIL 5TH EASTER SUNDAY WORSHIP      He is risen indeed!    

6:45 am Sunrise Service. Join us for worship at Gillette Castle, fol-
lowed by breakfast at Hadlyme Congregational 

10 am Service. Celebrate the resurrection of our Lord in our Sanctuary with 
special music by the choir. 
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                   STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE 2020   
 

      

Along with crocuses peaking up through the ground 

and robins making their appearance, we are now a bit 

more than half-way through our own right of spring, 

the 2020 Stewardship Campaign.  We deeply appreci-

ate each of you who have taken the time to send in 

your pledge form. If you haven’t gotten to it just yet, 

we hope this reminder will inspire you to find that 

pledge form and prayerfully consider putting your gen-

erosity in the form of a pledge (there’s one attached this mailing on page 

11), and here’s why.  Picture this scenario: it’s May and the First Church 

Trustees are gathered around a table late into the night with sheets of pa-

pers full of numbers before them. Their mission is to put together the First 

Church plan and the budget it will take to carry it out. We ask them to pre-

pare this for our vote in June. Like any budget-builders, they must add up all 

the regular expenses like heat, light, pastor salary, and basic opera-

tions.  They add in the cost of programs like music, hospitality, outreach to 

the community. They think about how to add in all the things we want to 

do and be as a church, such as supporting efforts to restore our church and 

helping take care of our community. Then it’s time to figure out what num-

ber to put on the other side of the ledger – the income line. The biggest and 

most important number on the income side is the sum of all the pledges that 

have come in from people like you.  This number decides what our plan will 

be for next year.   

 

     You are some of the most generous people we know.  You come 

through time and again, and you give and give.  And when you put your 

giving into a pledge, we can use it to build a responsible plan for a future 

we can all support and be proud of.  Thank you once again for helping us 

move forward as a church family. 

 

                            

                             The Board of Membership Resources 
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            Remember: Faith is the First Step! 
 My Financial Commitment Pledge to First Church of Christ, 

Congregational for July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021 is: 

                            $ _______________________________________ Per year 

                              I will give in one of the following ways; (check one)   

                     __ Per week   $_________________________________ 

                     __ Per Month $_________________________________                            

                     __One time donation   $__________________________ 

                     __Other    $____________________________________ 

    Name________________________________________________ 

    Address______________________________________________ 

     Phone number, Home _____________________cell____________________________ 

 

 

                                       Remember: Faith is the First Step! 
                             Please let us know your interests and talents 

   ___Nursery                                                                          ___Financial Skills                             

  ___Teaching Sunday School                                               ___Mechanical/Handyman 

   ___Youth Work                                                                    ___Construction Projects 

   ___Greeting/Welcome                                                      ___Fund-raising Events 

   ___Reader (during worship)                                             ___Loving Spoonful Snack Bar 

   ___Church Choir                                                                  ___Hospitality 

   ___Music for Service                                                           ___Outreach in the Community 

   ___Office  Work                                                                    ___Visitation of elderly/shut-ins 

   ___Help Cleaning the Church (weekly)                             ___Maintaining Church Gardens 

   ___Computer—General                                                       ___Bible Study 

   ___Computer—Website Mgt                                               ___Membership Services 

   ___Marketing/Publicity                                                        ___Hobbies  you would like to Share 

   ___Newsletter                                                                             __________________________ 

                             Name_________________________                                                             
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       From The Sanctuary       

Committee 

 

                Easter is April 12th! 

  The Form for Easter Memorial Flowers is 

on page 6.  

Maybe you would like to have cut flowers 

on the table for a birthday or anniversary. 

Please see Kathy Sewell or Holly Coleman. 

Note- we will be worshipping  in the New  

Parlor for most Sundays during January, 

February and March. 

We will be worshiping in the sanctuary on 

Palm Sunday, April 5th. 

         The East Haddam Clothing Bank 

The East Haddam Clothing Bank is located 

on the lower level of the church. You may 

enter through the back entrance. 

 The hours for January-March are 2:30pm

-5:30pm every Tuesday of the month. 

You may drop off your clean, gently used 

clothing during these hours. As there isn't 

any storage space available, they ask that 

you bring seasonal clothing only. 

Note: The East Haddam Clothing Bank is 

run by the town. We just give it a home. 

Any questions or concerns about the 

clothing bank should be directed to the 

town office. 

 

               The Monday Morning Guys 

The Monday Morning Guys are a group of gen-

tlemen who love this church and lovingly 

maintain it. Their numbers are getting smaller 

and they need some new blood! 

       Are you retired? 

       Do you work 2nd or 3rd shift? 

       Do you have a couple of hours on  Mon-

day  mornings? 

If you answered “yes” to one or more of these 

questions, call one of the gentlemen named 

below; 

      Larry Fraser, Don Messmer, Roy Butler, 

                The East Haddam Fuel Bank 

 The East Haddam Emergency Fuel Bank  An-

nual Report for 2019 is on Page 8.  

 The next Fifth Sunday for Fuel is March 29th. 

 Look for the pink envelopes. 

   

 For more information about the East Had-

dam Fuel bank, contact Karl Stofko, manager 

and treasurer. 

  



        

 

 

    

 

 

   

                   Spring is on it’s way!! 

 Please see page 2 for important events. 

              You can contact me at  

           schleppsister35@gmail.com. 

The deadline for the May/June 2020 Tid-

ings is April 15, 2020.  

   Blessings,  

                     Kathy Sewell 

               

 

     Join Our Online  

         Mailing List 

If you would like to receive The Tid-

ings on line, please email me at  

 contact@firstchurcheh.org, 

Attention Kathy for Tidings in the 

subject line. I will add or subtract 

you from the Tidings email list. 

               

Our mailing list is never shared or sold. We may, however, 

occasionally pass along an offer from affiliated organiza-

tions that we think you may be interested in. 

 

  

 Read the Tidings on our  

             Website! 

 Tidings is available to read on our 

website and our events calendar is, 

also, posted. firstchurcheh.org. 

  

         Our email has changed! 

Please note that the general church email 

address has changed  

to                                                                                                                 

contact@firstchurcheh.org                          
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                Lectionary Series                      Contact us 
Minister 

Rev. Gale Grayson 

 860-837-4606 

 revgalegrayson@gmail.com  

Church Office Phone Number 

860-873-9084 (Leave message) 

Chair of Deacons 

Barbara Bernard 

 barbarabernard@sbcglobal.net  

Tidings Editor 

Kathy Sewell  

schleppsister35@gmail.com 

Church Email address (Best way to contact us) 

contact@firstchurcheh.org 

Church Website 

firstchurcheh.org 

 Like us on facebook 

facebook.com/fccceh 

             April 

5       Psalm Sunday  

       Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

       Matt 21:1-11 

12   Easter Sunday 

         Matt 28:1-10 

19  John 20:19-31 

26  Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 

        Luke 24:13-35 

  

  

 
            March  

 1  Gen 2:15-17,  3:1-7 

      Rom 5:12-19 

 8   Gen 12:1-4a 

      John 3:1-17 

 15  John 4:5-42 

 22  1 Sam 16:1-13 

        Psalm 23 

 29  Ezek 37:1-14 

        Psalm 130 

        1 Cor 3:5-9


