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                         SO……WHAT EXACTLY IS A SEMINARIAN?  

   You can pretty much count on churches to have a few things in common…. an altar, a pas-
tor, maybe an organ and a steeple, but only a very fortunate few have their own seminari-
an.  First Church is blessed to be one of them. A seminarian is a student who has chosen to 
pursue an advanced degree in religious studies at a seminary. Val Seaver, our own seminari-
an is on track to receive a Masters in Divinity from the Chicago Theological Seminary in 
about two years.  She is better than half way to the 72 credit goal, with just eight more 
courses and two internships between her and that long-sought degree. We are proud to be 
her home church, to learn from her as she grows in wisdom and stature, and to share the 
joys of her journey. 
    What was the journey that brought Val into our church family?  It began back in 1998, 
when Val found herself a single parent of two sons and a searcher struggling with her 
faith.  She had grown up in a strict southern Presbyterian church that stressed in a punitive 

way the need to be “born again.”  By young adulthood she had 
turned away from organized religious faith until a time in the late 90’s 
when she wanted the kind of support and spiritual guidance a church 
might offer to help with the challenges of raising two sons by herself 
– if only she could find that church.  It was our lucky day when she 
showed up in our midst, sons in tow, and found herself feeling wel-
comed and at home among others making their spiritual way. 
“People were so kind,“ she said, “and my sons were loved and ac-
cepted.” Val began teaching Sunday School, and to this day oversees 
our Christian Ed program.  Recalling her own early experiences, she 
strives to make sure that the first – and often most lasting impression 
- that our children receive is that our God is a kind God. 
  But what was Val’s path from Sunday School teacher to seminari-
an?  Along about 2003, her faith journey took her to the Mercy Cen-
ter in Madison to learn about how to become a certified spiritual di-
rector.                                                                                (Cont’d on page 3) 
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                           Important Events 

  
 For the summer months (July & August) 

Hospitality will only be serving  cold drinks. 

The ladies work hard all year and with lower 

attendance in the summer, it will give them a 

much deserved break. Hopefully this will not 

be an inconvenience. 

 

 July 14th- “A Berry Special 

Day”. See pages 4 & 5. 

 

July 23rd-July27th– Vacation 

Bible School- “Shipwrecked” 

 See page 6. 

 

August 10th-Summer Coffee-

house. See page 6. 

 

July—October– Quilt Raffle Tick-

ets will be on sale. See page 7. 
 

 

 

 

                

                

              July 

 1—Anita Hayn 

 7—Joan Osalza 

 13-Don Osalza 

 15-Audra Lisowicz 

 17-Nicholas Lombardo 

 19-Laura Fitzpatrick-Nager 

 22-Betty Haines 

 30-George Mitchell 

             August 

 1—Larry Fraser 

 3—Jon Hughes 

 6 –Stan Conover 

 17-Alan Ponanski 

 31-Bob Ballek 

 

        

            August 

 4—Bob & Elise Czaja 
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  (cont’d from page 1) 
 She quickly found that what she really needed was a religious education.  She was and is 
fascinated by the Bible, and she deeply appreciated that the United Church of Christ encour-
ages people like her to openly explore ways to make the Bible relevant to today’s 
world.  She began to see a path to divinity school open before her, but first she needed to 
finish a Bachelor’s degree. Ten years of on-line classes, sandwiched in with child-rearing and 
a fulltime job, landed her a degree in Business Management in 2013.  Then she started her 
journey through divinity school with acceptance at the Hartford Theological Seminary, trans-
ferring eventually to the Chicago seminary. Chicago Seminary takes part-time students, a ne-
cessity for Val (who by the way still works full-time for Eversource as the Supervisor of the 
Overhead Line Department, supervising 18 people).  
  
  Over the next two years until that long sought Masters of Divinity is in her hands, Val will 
need to do two internships, one as a hospital chaplain and one as a church intern or organi-
zational chaplain. (While we all might hope that she could intern right here with us, the 
rules do not allow her to do so in her own church.  She will, however, explore the possibility 
of becoming “licensed” to serve communion and perform weddings at First Church.) As she 
approaches retirement eligibility from Eversource, she will wait to see what God has in mind 
for her and her Divinity School credential now just two years away. 
 
When asked what it is like to be a seminarian at First Church, Val said, “It’s an honor. And in 
this time of transition, I want to be helpful and a sign of stability.”  She is a reassuring pres-
ence in our midst, running summer Bible School. helping with worship when she is called 
upon, and writing weekly Points to Ponder messages. Her studies have taken her to other 
area churches, but when she walks through the door of First Church, she is at peace.  She 
says, ‘It even smells like home!.” 
 

 
         
 
                                                    
                                   

 
 
 
    
 
                                                  Val Seaver   
                                                  Seminarian          
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          FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST KICKS OFF ROOF RESTORATION  
                         CAMPAIGN WITH “ A BERRY SPECIAL DAY” 

  
    The Trustees of First Church of Christ, Congregational have announced the first step in a 
campaign for critically needed repairs to the wood-shingled roof on the 1902 parish hall ad-
dition with A Berry Special Day, July 14 from 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM.  The public is invited to 
sample strawberry sundaes, blueberry lemonade, and other berry-themed treats, as well as 
take part in tours of the 224-year-old historic church, conducted by Town Historian Dr. Karl 
Stofko. Tours will step off at 11:00 AM, 12 noon, and 1:00 PM. 
 
“First Church has stood tall and warmly welcomed townspeople for over two centuries.  It’s 
time to make sure it continues for two more. We know that the people of our town treasure 
the presence of this old church here on the corner of Town Street and Orchard Road, and we 
want to offer the community this chance to learn more about its history and to participate in 
its stewardship,” said Patti Lombardo, Chair of the Board of Trustees. 
 
Listed on the National Register of Historic Places, First Church is the oldest surviving example 
of a fully-evolved Federal period meetinghouse.  Designed by famed architect Lavius Filmore, 
the design of First Church was duplicated throughout New England and even in the Midwest 
well into the mid-eighteen hundreds.  Today, along with welcoming all for Sunday worship at 
10:00 AM, First Church hosts AA and Al-Anon meetings, the East Haddam Clothing Bank, Boy 
Scout Courts of Honor, a winter months soup and sandwich kitchen known as Loving Spoon-
ful, frequent weddings, baptisms, and life celebrations.  “Our small Congregation prides itself 
on maintaining the day to day needs of this historical building by keeping the lights on, 
heating in the winter months, and grounds and housekeeping. We hope our community will 
come learn about this amazing place and help us step up to the challenges of preserving the 
structural integrity of this piece of history,” said Lombardo. 
  
A Berry Special Day will kick off a campaign to raise the $50,000 required for the roofing 
project, called “Raise the Roof.”  This is the important first step in an extensive long-term ma-
jor maintenance and restoration project which began with an assessment of the entire struc-
ture by a restoration architectural firm.  Donations to this project are tax deductible and can 
be made payable to First Church of Christ Congregational, P.O. Box 445, East Haddam, CT 
06423-0445. 
 
               For more information please call Patti Lombardo at 860-301-0736 
 
         There is a flyer on page 5 that you may print and place on your refrigerator. 



             FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, CONGREGATIONAL 
499 Town St. (Rt 151) East Haddam, CT 

 

KICKS OFF ROOF RESTORATION CAMPAIGN 

 

“A BERRY SPECIAL DAY”  

Saturday, July 14th 
8:00am – 2:00pm 

Enjoy strawberry sundaes, blueberry lemonade, and  
other berry treats! 

 
Tours of the 224-year-old historic church conducted by 

Town Historian Dr. Karl Stofko 
11:00 AM, 12 noon and 1:00 PM 

 

This kicks off our campaign to raise the estimated $50,000 required for the 1902 
parish hall roofing project.  This is the important first step in an extensive long-

term major maintenance and restoration project which began with an 
assessment of the entire structure by a restoration architectural 

firm.  Donations to this project are tax deductible and can be made payable to 

 

First Church of Christ Congregational, 

P.O. Box 445, East Haddam, CT  06423-0445. 
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     Vacation Bible school will be held July 23rd-27th  and our theme will be 
“Shipwrecked”. I am very excited about this curriculum. The children will be 
taught lessons through storytelling, crafts, music and games. We will meet from 
5pm-8pm and supper is included. Please volunteer as many hands are needed, I 
will be asking during coffee hour during the coming weeks. We need decorators, 
sewers, bakers, cookers, set up and clean up and of course teachers and aides. 
Call Val Seaver 860-818-1561.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                Summer Coffee House 

      
The Music Committee is planning a Coffee House on August 10th.  These 

have been  fun events for several years, so we are continuing the tradi-
tion!  Anyone who sings, plays an instrument or even reads poetry is encouraged 
to participate to help make this a success.  Weather permitting, we will be outside 
starting at 6:30 pm. If it's rainy we'll have to move inside. Free will donations will 
go towards the Fellowship Hall Roof Fund. 
             (Beverages supplied by Two Wrasslin’ Cats) 
 For information and to register to perform, please contact Margaret Charney 

at monkeywrench52@sbcglobal.net or call 860-537-3323. 
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                                     23rd Annual Quilt & Needle Arts Show 
                                                     October 6th & 7th 
                                 Here we go again….planning the Quilt Show! 
 Betty has finished the raffle quilt, another queen –sized beauty called “Prairie 
Rose” (pictured below). Tickets will be available to purchase/sell July 7th.  
  As usual, we will be at various locations  around the area selling tickets. We have reserved 
a space at the Chester Fair and plan to be at the Haddam Neck Fair, too! These are fun op-
portunities to volunteer and help raise money for our  church. There will be sign-up sheets 
in the Fellowship Hall. Pick a date and place that works for  you! 
   In order to make the Quilt Show a success, there needs to be many items to display. 
Quilts, knitted and crocheted items, embroidery and hooked rugs are wanted and wel-
come! Plan to enter your hand-work! Whether you are a beginner or a professional, there 
is a place for you in the show.  
   
 
  Show hours: Saturday October 6th 10am-5pm 
                         Sunday October 7th 1pm-5pm 
 
 Call Margaret Charney for more information,  
                            860-537-3323 

    

       

 
                                                                              
 
                                              Prayers, Joys and Concerns 
 
    The Prayer Chain is one of the Ministries of First Church. If you would like to pray with this group, 
there is a sign up sheet in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
                                                   For more information 
   please contact Barbara Bernard at barbara-bernard@sbcglobal.net or call 860-705-8842. 

                                                   God is still listening to our prayers for: 

 Bill, Eddie, a mother who died. Those having surgery, the family of Peggy Carlson. Those in recovery, and 

teachers everywhere. Emitt and Justine as Emitt undergoes Chemo, the family of Sue Prueher, and the family 

and friends of Joanne Roczniak.                             
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                  First Church  Cemetery Association, Inc. Report 

   

 Saturday, September 1st is Cemetery work Day. Come help spruce up the ceme-
tery and prepare it for Venture Smith Day. We will be there from 9am-11am. If you 
would like to help , contact Karl Stofko.  

   

                                                                                    

                                                                   

                               
 
 
 

                                                                     Venture Smith Day 
 
   Saturday, September 8th 1pm-4pm, the Annual Venture Smith Day will take 
place. The speakers will be Karl Stofko and Dr Jesse Nasta from Wesleyan Universi-
ty. 
    The beautiful and unique quilts by the “Sisters In Stitches Joined By The Cloth”, 
of Eastern Massachusetts, will be on display as well as other photos and artifacts. 
     Refreshments will be served. If you would like to help provide refreshments, 
please contact Kathy Sewell. 
      More information about this event will be in the  September/October 2018 
Tidings. 
 
                                                              Cemetery Tour 
 
    In October, Town/Church Historian, Karl Sofko will lead a cemetery tour.  
    He does it every 2 years. Date and time will be announced in the next Tidings. 
     (editor’s note: if you have never taken this tour, it is a must do! Interesting and 
loaded with fun facts about all those brown stones and the people buried in our 
cemetery) 
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                                     Tuesday Quilters  
 

The First Church quilters continue to meet and sew  on Tuesday mornings, in the 
downstairs meeting hall.  
 We have fun making things to sell at the summer fairs and our Quilt Show Bou-
tique. So, if you are feeling creative, or want to learn about 
quilting, come join us from 9 am - 12 pm on Tuesdays.  

 

                                 Contact Margaret Charney at 860-537-3323 

                                                 2017 Historian’s Report 
 
   The 2017 Historian’s Report has been compiled and should be pub-
lished by the first of March. Email the church office at con-
tact@firstchurcheh.org or see the church historian, Karl Stofko, to ob-
tain a copy. 

 

      

                                             

                                                 Family Directory Updates 
Margaret Charney’s phone # is 860– 537-3323  
          
Helmut & Rose Dijer live in East Hampton 06424 

Joan & Don Osalza no longer have a landline. Their phone numbers are; Don– 860-
949-5058 and Joan– 860-334-7785 

If you notice any incorrect addresses, phone numbers or email addresses contact 
Kathy Sewell. 
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       From the Sanctuary Committee 

         The gardens  are blooming! 

Please bring your garden flowers to 

share with us during worship! If you 

have a special event coming up, tell 

Kathy or Holly. You bring in the flow-

ers and we will put 

your Birthday, Anniver-

sary or other special 

event in the bulletin. If 

you have questions 

about the Sanctuary Committee, see 

Holly Coleman or Kathy Sewell. 

         The East Haddam Clothing Bank 

The East Haddam Clothing Bank is located 

on the lower level of the church. You may 

enter through the back entrance. 

 The hours for April– December are 

2:30pm-5:30pm on the 1st & 3rd Tuesday 

of the month. You may drop off your 

clean, gently used clothing during these 

hours. As there isn't any storage space 

available, they ask that you bring seasonal 

clothing only. 

 

               The Monday Morning Guys 

The Monday Morning Guys are a group of gen-

tlemen who love this church and lovingly 

maintain it. Their numbers are getting smaller 

and they need some new blood! 

       Are you retired? 

       Do you work 2nd or 3rd shift? 

       Do you have a couple of hours on  Monday      

mornings? 

If you answered “yes” to one or more of these 

questions, call one of the gentlemen named 

below; 

           Larry Fraser, Don Osalza, Don Messmer, 

Roy Butler, Joe Dawson 

                The East Haddam Fuel Bank 

   

  The next 5th Sunday for Fuel is July 29, 

2018. Look for the pink envelopes in the 

bulletins. 

 For more information about the East 

Haddam Fuel bank, contact Karl Stofko. 

  



        

 

 

 The front page of the Tidings will feature 

articles of interest until we have a minis-

ter in place.  

If you wish to write one of these articles, 

please get in touch with me 

 You can contact me at 

schleppsister35@gmail.com. 

The deadline for the September/

October 2018 Tidings is August 15th.  

This is a good advertising tool for any 

events coming up! 

  

           Blessings,  

                     Kathy Sewell 

               

 

     Join Our Online  

         Mailing List 

If you would like to receive The Tid-

ings on line, please email me at  

 contact@firstchurcheh.org, 

Attention Kathy for Tidings in the 

subject line. I will add or subtract 

you from the Tidings email list. 

               

Our mailing list is never shared or sold. We may, however, 

occasionally pass along an offer from affiliated organiza-

tions that we think you may be interested in. 

 

  

 Read the Tidings on our  

             Website! 

 Tidings is available to read on our 

website and our events calendar is, 

also, posted. firstchurcheh.org. 

  

         Our email has changed! 

Please note that the general church email 

address has changed  

to                                                                                                                 

contact@firstchurcheh.org                          
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                Lectionary Series 
                     Contact us 
Church Office Phone Number 

860-873-9084 (Leave message) 

Chair of Deacons 

Lydia Sherman  

lydgeosherm@aol.com 

Tidings Editor 

Kathy Sewell at 

schleppsister35@gmail.com 

Church Email address (Best way to contact us) 

contact@firstchurcheh.org 

Church Website 

firstchurcheh.org 

Like us on facebook 

facebook.com/fccceh 

         August 

5-  Ps 51:1-12 

     John  6:24-35 

12– 1 Kings 19:4-8 

        Eph 4:25-5:2 

19– 1 Kings 2:10-12, 

3:3-14 

        John 6:51-58 

26– Ps 34:15-22 

       John 6:56-69 

 
            July 

1-  2 Sam 1:1, 17-27 

     Mark 5:21-43 

8-  2 Sam 5:1-5, 9-10 

      Mark 6:1-13 

15- Ps 85:8-13 

       Mark 6:14-29 

22- 2 Sam 7:1-14a 

 Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

29- Ps 14 

       John 6:1-21 

         


